New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 82

Number 1

Article 5

1-1-2007

Franz Huning's Highland Addition: Albuquerque's Railroad-Era
Development
Ann L. Carson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
Carson, Ann L.. "Franz Huning's Highland Addition: Albuquerque's Railroad-Era Development." New Mexico
Historical Review 82, 1 (2007). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol82/iss1/5

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact amywinter@unm.edu, lsloane@salud.unm.edu, sarahrk@unm.edu.

Franz Huning's Highland Addition
ALBUQUERQUE'S RAILROAD-ERA DEVELOPMENT

Ann L. Carson

T

he date

22

April 1880 marked a shift in the direction that Albuquerque

would take-from a small Hispanic agricultural settlement to the di-

verse city it is today. That extraordinary day brought the first official train to

Albuquerque. The once agricultural-based economy changed abruptly to a
cash economy. Americans of European descent poured into the incipient
city; they included immigrants and second-generation citizens in search of
business opportunities in the developing West. Entrepreneurs of all sorts
quickly set up makeshift enterprises. Merchant Franz Huning, grocer Elias
S. Stover, and lawyer William Hazeldine invested in property near the proposed rail route and signed an accord with corporate officials agreeing to
share land profits.
By December 1880, Huning's Highland Addition had been platted and
residential lots were for sale. Surveyor Walter Marmon named Edith and
Walter streets for his two children and Arno Street for Franz Huning's son.
The city's 1988 sector plan map shows the boundaries of Huning's Highland
to be Grand Avenue on the north, Locust Street on the east, Coal Avenue
on the south, and Broadway Boulevard on the west. Original boundaries
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included the two blocks west of Broadway. The boundaries terminated on
the east at Hill Street, which is now Elm Street. Other street names were
changed throughout the years. Railroad Avenue became Central Avenue
around 19°8, and Grand Avenue, originally Tijeras Canyon Road, has recently been renamed to honor Martin Luther King JI. The single block of
Tijeras was Washington Avenue. Copper Avenue did not undergo a name
change. It was a dry wash with wooden bridges for north-south traffic until
improvements were made in the 1930S.
By 1886 Albuquerque had complete gas, telephone, electric, and water
services. Huning's Highland served as the hub for many of these utility facilities. A map drawn by Augustus Koch in 1886 shows that the neighborhood
already had approximately 180 buildings clustered on Broadway, Arno, and
Edith streets. Housing in this area ranged from simple and utilitarian to elaborate and impressive, including the large houses that lined Central and Broadway. Probably less than one dozen of the neighborhood's original structures
remain today, including a few adobe houses and outbuildings, most of which
were considered worthless by the 1980s when restoration began in earnest.
Housing styles reflected the shift from handmade adobe structures to
carpenter-built Victorians and their spin-off variations. Primarily, modest
Queen Anne Victorians filled the Huning neighborhood lots. These brick
or clapboard-sided houses were topped off with wood-shingled roofs; cross
gables were commonly covered with decorative fish-scale shingles. The railroad brought employment and steady wages that allowed homeowners to
order housing materials from eastern sources. Often these structures had
two front doors, one that acted as an entry for residents and the other as a
separate entrance for either customers of in-home businesses or for renters
staying in front bedrooms. Duplexes were also part of the inventory. The
most common duplexes were square, symmetrical hipped-roof brick boxes
with full-width front porches supported by colonial wooden columns.
One of Huning's Highland's oldest houses located at 202-204 Arno Street
NE is veneered with cobblestones and trimmed with cut sandstone blocks.
A photograph taken at the turn of the twentieth century reveals that the
original porch had Victorian scrollwork, a widow's walk detail on the roof,
and an elaborate front picket and cobblestone fence. Although popular in
New York State, this cobblestone style is rare in New Mexico. One of the
first occupants of the house, Annie Smith, is listed in city directories from
the era as the superintendent of the Women's Industrial School. Smith apparently operated a Women's Home Mission school out of her house.
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The handiwork of Italian contractor Angelo De Tulio, a resident of
Huning's Highland, is evident throughout the neighborhood. He manufactured "cast stone" cement blocks on the back lot of his classical Italianate
cast stone house. With molded faces that resembled cut stone, these concrete blocks were sometimes combined with red bricks for variety. De Tulio's
house at 126 Arno Street NE did not survive, but his grandson Patrick Moore
still lives on the property and continues to preserve the implements his grandfather used in his business.
William Whitney, owner ofWhitney Company hardware, built out of brick
his World's Fair Classic house at 301 Walter Street SE. He added cast stone
embellishments around entryways and windows and at the base of the elegant
front porch. Paired Tuscan columns replicated those used at the Potter-Oakley
house at 324 Edith Boulevard SE, a house originally owned by Egor Potter
and held by Dan and Caroline Oakley from 1945 until the 1990S.
Until the 1920S, the only businesses in Huning's Highland were located
on the one hundred and two hundred blocks of Central Avenue between
the railroad tracks and Broadway Boulevard. Gross, Kelly and Company,
and the Charles Ilfeld Company, wholesalers of wool and hides, had large
warehouses lining these blocks. L. B. Putney owned a wholesale grocery
business located next to the Hahn Coal Company yards and the Marble
Monument Company, a business that likely provided tombstones for the
community. On the southwest corner of Central Avenue and Broadway Boulevard sat two identical three-story brick buildings, which housed the Highland Hotel and Occidental Life Insurance. Both buildings had retail shops
on the first floor and offices and hotel space on the upper floors.
Religion also came west with European immigrants and Huning's Highland became home to many of these churches. Congregationalists built
their sanctuary at 501 Broadway Boulevard SE around 1883. The property
now belongs to the Salvation Army and all of the original structures were
razed. The Baptist church, originally located at 324 Broadway Boulevard
SE from approximately 1890 to 1934, later moved to a new building on the
northwest corner of Broadway and Central when parishioners outgrew the
original location. Their holdings have since expanded to include the equivalent of twenty city blocks. Several parishioners recently voiced concerns
that New Urbanist developers are eager to acquire the property for massive
infill projects. They feared that relocation of their church would tear at the
social fabric of the group. Methodists built on the southeast corner of Arno
Street and Central Avenue in approximately 1913. That structure was torn
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down around 1950 to enlarge the campus of the Albuquerque High School.
Pentecostals took over the First Christian sanctuary at 122 Broadway Boulevard SE, a building dating back to 1915. The Lutherans followed, obtaining
property at 300 Gold Avenue SE and eventually acquiring adjacent lots to
build and expand their church-sponsored school. The Greek Orthodox
Church bought the large home of John and Herbert Raynolds at 308 High
Street around 1947. There, they held their first services. They gradually expanded until they owned and developed the entire city block. In 1955 the
congregation ofthe First Presbyterian Church moved from their downtown
location to 215 Locust NE. Congregationalists, Methodists, and Pentecostals have since moved their parishes to other sections of the city. The variety
of these denominations reflected the growing diversity of ethnic groups in a
city previously dominated by Hispanic Catholics.
Throughout the early twentieth century, facilities dedicated to the needs
of tuberculosis patients became common throughout Huning's Highland
Addition. Hospitals bordering the neighborhood emerged in response to
the influx of tuberculosis patients entering western towns like Albuquerque. Tuberculosis patients and their families arrived in the city daily by
train. It was commonly believed that dry desert climates and sun aided recovery from the disease. Two huge facilities, St. Joseph's Sanatorium and
Hospital and Southwest Presbyterian Sanatorium, had small wooden cabins surrounding their main buildings. Both of these facilities continue to
serve as major medical centers today. The St. Joseph's facility is now part of
the Lovelace medical system, which plans to remodel the hospital's existing
buildings and make them the company's Albuquerque headquarters. Housing options for tuberculosis patients included individual residences devoted
to providing in-home hospice care and small shotgun workers' houses built
specifically for lungers. Some of these houses had canvas roofs so that patients
would be blanketed with the healing properties of the sun and fresh air.
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway set up a company hospital
for its employees in the South Broadway neighborhood. As the need for
expansion arose, the hospital was moved to 806 Central Avenue SE in 1928.
The structure now houses a psychiatric facility for children. Around 1916,
the Murphy Sanatorium, a collection of bungalow houses and small cottages at 801 Coal Avenue SE, joined the other residential tubercular institutions. Dr. Lucian G. Rice and his son Dr. Lucien G. Rice Jr. set up the
Women and Children's Hospital in a refurbished rooming house at 615
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Central Avenue NE in the 1920S. Father and son believed that pregnant
women should have professional care, especially when giving birth. Physicians at the larger facilities decided that the screaming women and howling
infants would upset their tuberculosis patients. The Women and Children's
Hospital became an all-encompassing medical facility. Iron lungs lined its
porches during the polio epidemic, and the Public Service Company of
New Mexico provided free electrical hookups for those patients. The facility was closed when Dr. Rice Sr. died at the end of the war. These land
holdings, including lots at 400 Central Avenue SE, were later developed as
locations for motels in the 1960s.
Civic leaders set up a four-ward system that divided Albuquerque into
four quadrants: north, south, east, and west. These wards designated political districts. Dividing lines intersected at the railroad tracks and Railroad
Avenue. Huning's Highland spanned both First and Second Wards. By 1891
both wards had their own sturdy brick school buildings. The school in the
First Ward, the only grade school in Huning's Highland at the time, was
located on the southeast corner of Edith Boulevard and Grand Avenue.
The Second Ward school sat on the present-day site of Eugene Field Elementary School at 700 Edith Boulevard SE. All four of the school's original buildings were demolished to make way for modern structures.
In 1898 Albuquerque Academy, a private high school, moved into their
impressive new structure known as Perkins Hall, a three-story brick building located at 324 Central Avenue NE. Banker Joshua Raynolds later purchased Perkins Hall after Academy students moved out of the building in
1901. He donated it to the city to be used as a public library. It served in that
capacity until a minor fire in 1924 gave citizens a reason to consider moving
the library into a more up-to-date facility. Perkins Hall was demolished and
the present-day Special Collections Library, a branch of the Albuquerque
Public Library System, rose to fill the void. The library became the pride of
the city, symbolizing resident commitment to education.
The first public high school in Albuquerque was also located in Huning's
Highland. Classes were held between 1893 and 1901 in a primitive clapboard-sided structure at 214 Edith Boulevard SE. In 1901 students, along
with others from Albuquerque Academy, were sent to the new public Central School downtown at Third Street and Silver Avenue. As the city continued to grow, officials were forced to purchase a large vacant tract ofland on
the northeast corner of Central Avenue and Broadway Boulevard for the
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construction of a major high school. In 1914 students moved into the impressive collegiate Gothic-style Old Main building on the campus of Albuquerque High School. Throughout the years, the high school expanded
and became an important source of economic revenue as small businesses
catering to the young opened along Central.
Housing transformed in response to a population boom in Albuquerque
during the Second World War when Kirtland Air Force Base brought thousands of airmen and women to the city. Widows took in renters. Some larger
houses were divided into one-room apartments. Garages and basements were
converted into living spaces. Most of the larger houses have since been renovated and returned to single-family residences; however, the majority of the
outbuilding apartments remain and offer popular, affordable housing for
University of New Mexico students.
Business opportunities along Central and Broadway began to change
after Route 66 shifted from Fourth Street to Central in 1937, when the highway was rerouted through Tijeras Pass. The once elegant houses on Central
were initially converted to business use, and then in the 1960s, when 1-25
and 1-40 were built, most of the houses were phased out and replaced by
motels. Gas stations and automobile repair shops were also part of the inventory. In 1950 there were nine gas stations and two repair shops. Four
used car lots filled the land where the freeway would be located. Today, due
to renewed development along Central, there are no automobile-related
businesses and two of the six motels are gone. Three upscale restaurants
and loft-style condominiums have given new life to the streets.
Huning's Highland Addition was no longer fashionable and barely escaped
the wrecking ball when the city council rejected a proposal to tear the entire
neighborhood down to encourage high-rise business development. Fortunately,
the two shopping malls in Uptown Albuquerque took the pressure offHuning's
Highland. The Huning buildings survived, although they suffered through a
prolonged period of neglect and decline in the 1950S and 1960s.
In the late 1970S, newcomers with vision worked with the city planning
officer to place the neighborhood on the state and national registers of historic places. Huning's Highland Addition's new status as a historic section of
the city brought recognition to the neighborhood and available state tax credits for historically appropriate renovations. Today, 80 percent of the elegant
buildings have been restored and additional renovations continue. Huning's
Highland Addition is once again one of Albuquerque's secret treasures.
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HUNING'S HIGHLAND SECTOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAP, JANUARY 1988
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THE ALVARADO HOTEL AND ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND

SANTA FE RAILWAY STEAM ENGINE, CA. 1925

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Cobb Studio Collection,
no. 1982.180)
Facing page, bottom

202-204 ARNO STREET NE, NEW YORK-STYLE

COBBLESTONE CONSTRUCTION, 1895

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Cobb Studio Collection,
no. 1990.13.194)

324 EDITH STREET SE, COLONIAL REVIVAL-STYLE POTTER/OAKLEY
HOUSE, CA. 1900

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Photographer Vorhees,
Collection of the Center for Southwest Research, no. 1978.50.752)

Facing page, top

126 ARNO STREET NE, ANGELO DE TULlO "CAST

STONE" HOUSE, 1968

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Albuquerque Public
Library Collection, no. 1978.141.119)
Facing page, bottom

302 WALTER STREET SE, WHITNEY/CANDELARIA

HOUSE, 1971

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Photographer Ivers Slide
Collection)

322 ARNO STREET SE, SMITH/SETH HOUSE, 1971

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Photographer Ivers Slide
Collection)

Facing page, top

501 BROADWAY BOULEVARD SE, FIRST

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 1890

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Cobb Studio Collection,
no. 1990.013.120)
Facing page, bottom

ST. JOSEPH'S SANATORIUM AT GRAND AVENUE AND

EDITH BOULEVARD, 1905

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Van Deren Coke
Collection, no. 1981.1.127)

\

715 GRAND AVENUE NE, THE 1930S BUILDING AT ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL,
CA. 1997

(Photograph courtesy Huning Highland Historic District Archive,
photograph by Ann Carson)

615 CENTRAL AVENUE NE, WOMEN AND CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL, CA. 1930

(Photograph courtesy Huning Highland Historic District Archive,
Garnet Rice Collection)

4°9-411 WALTER STREET SE, TUBERCULOSIS "SHOTGUN" HOUSES, 1908

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Lynn Daily Collection,
no. 1993.53.14)

202 HIGH STREET NE, HOME OF DR. EVELYN FRISBIE, CA. 1925

(Photograph courtesy Huning Highland Historic District Archive,
George and Deborah Emeny Collection)
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409 WALTER STREET SE, TUBERCULOSIS HOUSE WITH

CANVAS ROOF, 1908

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Lynn Daily Collection,
no. 1993.53.10)

411

ARNO STREET

SE, LOVATO
SISTERS' HOUSE,
197 1

(Photograph
courtesy
Albuquerque
Museum,
Photographer Ivers
Slide Collection)

Facing page, top

HOUSE AT CORNER OF 100 ARNO STREET SE (400

CENTRAL SE), FLOURNOY/RICE HOUSE, SHINGLE STYLE VICTORIAN, CA.
193°

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Cobb Studio Collection,
no. 1978.50.738)
Facing page, bottom

423

CENTRAL AVENUE NE, PERKINS HALL AT

ALBUQUERQUE ACADEMY PRIVATE SCHOOL, 1890

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Cobb Studio Collection,
no. 199°.13.183)

410 EDITH STREET SE, STICK-STYLE VICTORIAN HOUSE, CA. 1895
(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Cobb Studio Collection,
no. 199°.13.195)

Facing page, top

412-414

CENTRAL AVENUE SE, PLAZA ESCALANTE,

1971

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Photographer Ivers Slide
Collection)
HOUSE AT CORNER OF 320 CENTRAL AVENUE SE
(103 ARNO SE), BANKER JOHN F. LUTHY'S HOUSE, CA. 1915
(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, General Collection, no.
1977. 0 9 6 )

Facing page, bottom

320 CENTRAL AVENUE SE, CAROTHERS AND MAULDIN SERVICE STATION,
CA. 1938

(Photograph courtesy Albuquerque Museum, Brooks Photograph
Collection, no. 1978.151.215)

201 WALTER STREET SE, ARCHITECT E. B. CHRISTY'·S OCTAGONAL HOUSE,
CA. 1990

.

(Photograph courtesy Huning Highland Historic District Archive,
photograph by Ann Carson)

301 WALTER STREET SE, BAPTIST WOMEN AT THE A. B. STROUP HOUSE,
CA. 1904

(Photograph courtesy Huning Highland Historic District Archive,
Stroup Collection)

422 BROADWAY BOULEVARD SE, ELECTRIC LIGHT WORKS, CA. 1900

(Photograph courtesy Huning Highland Historic District Archive,
Tagliafero Collection)

